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By most accounts the idea for an 
optometry school at Indiana Uni-
versity (IU) was informally first 

discussed by two Indiana optometrists, 
John P. Davey and Noah Bixler, in the 
late 1930s.  Those discussions became 
more earnest when Irvin M. Borish left the 
faculty of the Northern Illinois College of 
Optometry to set up practice in Kokomo, 
Indiana, in 1944.  The School Committee 
of the Indiana Association of Optometrists 
was formally organized in 1945, with John 
Davey serving as Chairman.  A sustained 
effort by Indiana optometrists culminated 
in a bill passed in 1951 by the Indiana leg-
islature establishing the School of Optom-
etry at IU.1 

Pre-optometry courses began at IU in 
1951, and in 1952, Henry Hofstetter was 
hired to design a curriculum, start order-
ing equipment and hire a faculty.  The first 
professional courses in optometry started 
in the fall of 1953 with eighteen students.  
Sixteen of those students formed the first 
graduating class in 1956.  To date, there 
have been more than three thousand grad-
uates of the optometry program at IU.1 
Graduates have practiced throughout the 
United States and have served in leader-
ship roles with numerous professional 
organizations, academic institutions and 
corporations.
The program in optometry operated ini-
tially as a division of the university, with 
its degrees granted by the College of Arts 
and Sciences and the Graduate School. In 
1975 it became a degree-granting School 
of the University. The first optometry 
graduates received Master of Optometry 
degrees. The professional curriculum was 
expanded to four years in 1965, and the 
first O.D. degrees were awarded in 1968.

Recognizing the importance of vision re-
search and the development of faculty for 
optometry schools; an early priority was 
the establishment of a graduate program 
awarding M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in phys-
iological optics (now known as vision 
science).  The first M.S. degrees were 
awarded in 1956 to William R. Baldwin, 
Lester Ray Loper, and Paul W. Lappin.  
The first Ph.D. degrees were presented 
in 1962 to Robert Mandell and John H. 
Carter.  Today more than 90 have earned 
M.S. degrees and 70 have achieved Ph.D. 
degrees. 
Like many optometry schools early in 
their development, the school at IU was 
housed in many different buildings.  The 
building currently occupied by the School 
of Optometry and the Program in Vision 
Science, completed in 1967, was first used 
for classes and clinics in January, 1968.  
This five-story, limestone-faced build-
ing is located on East Atwater Avenue. It 
provides space for classrooms, a library, 
laboratories, offices, as well as supporting 
research and development activities.
The School operates a number of clini-
cal facilities serving different communi-
ties and offering students a wide variety 
of clinical experiences.   Atwater Eye 
Care Center, a two story clinic built in 
2008, is one block from the School’s aca-
demic building.  The street address is 744 
East Third Street. That address was the 
same as the address for Foley House, the 
location of the School’s clinic from 1959 
to 1967.
The School also operates the Commu-
nity Eye Care Center on the west side 
of Bloomington.  The Community Eye 
Care Center was first opened in 1972 
and has expanded to occupy a two sto-
ry building at 803 N. Monroe Street in 

Bloomington.  In 1992, the School of Op-
tometry opened the Indianapolis Eye Care 
Center in a newly constructed building at 
501 Indiana Avenue in Indianapolis. Of-
fering an expanded scope of patient care 
services, the Indianapolis Clinic is lo-
cated near the campus of Indiana Univer-
sity-Purdue University at Indianapolis. In 
February 2000, the school opened another 
clinic in Guanajuato, Mexico.  Fourth-
year students also gain additional clinical 
experience through external rotations in 
a variety of clinical centers.  Over 40 ex-
ternal rotation sites offer students excel-
lent educational opportunities in referral 
centers, VA centers, private practices and 
other clinical centers.2 
In 1995, a portion of the clinic in the Op-
tometry Building was dedicated as the 
Borish Center for Ophthalmic Research.  
The center serves to facilitate investiga-
tions in vision disorders and diseases that 
affect the eye and its adnexa.  The Borish 
Center provides an arena for the develop-
ment of clinical researchers in vision and 
for the training of graduate students, resi-
dents and fellows.
Recently the Indiana University School of 
Optometry (IUSO) and the Indiana Uni-
versity School of Medicine Department 
of Ophthalmology have cooperated on 
two ventures.  First, they held the Glick 
Research Symposium in Indianapolis.  
Second, they joined forces to offer eye 
and vision care for Marion County Medi-
care patients at the Indianapolis Eye Care 
Center.  
As the profession of optometry has ex-
panded its scope, so the School’s cur-
riculum and clinical training experiences 
kept pace. A new didactic curriculum was 
started in 2007. The goal was to focus 

Continued on page 111



Volume 21/2010/Number 4/Page 111Journal of Behavioral Optometry

on primary care optometry, encour-
age active life-long learning skills, 
and reducing the dependency on rote 
memorization. To this end, courses 
were streamlined to provide links be-
tween basic and clinical sciences. A 
new course series, “Integrated Optom-
etry,” was instituted for the first three 
semesters. Integrated Optometry fol-
lows a Problem Based Learning format. 
The goal of the courses is to learn basic 
science facts and concepts by study-
ing clinical cases.  Coincidently, these 
changes fit very nicely with the recently 
revamped NBEO Part 1 exam. In 2009 
(latest scores available) 95.2% of IU 
students passed compared with 91.9% 
nationally.
Over the decades, the School has con-
tributed to the advancement of optom-
etry in many ways. First and foremost, 
each graduate is fully prepared to prac-
tice entry-level optometry and have the 
life-long learning skills to readily use 
the new scientific and technical ad-
vances that await them. Second, the 
vision science research program of the 
School’s faculty has significantly accel-
erated the pace of new discoveries that 
will be incorporated in optometry prac-
tices of the future. Lastly, the School 
continues to educate the future leaders, 
educators, and vision researchers that 
will help drive the profession of optom-
etry forward.
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EDITORIAL Continued
to serve on the OEP Board of Directors as 
well as continuing to present CC courses.
Harris was first elected to the OEP Foun-
dation Board in 1999 succeeding Dr. Jo-
seph Sullivan following Sullivan’s term as 
OEP President.  On the OEP Board Har-
ris has served as Director/Trustee, Secre-
tary/Treasurer and Director of Education 
before being elected as Vice President in 
2009.
Harris has written extensively for OEP 
and COVD, as well as other optometric 
publications, and lectured at every OEP 
Congress, as well as the COVD Annual 
Meeting, and virtually every major con-
tinuing education venue in the United 
States.  Harris received the A.M. Skeff-
ington Award for excellence in optomet-
ric writing in 2003 from COVD and the 
Armand Bastien International Award for 
service to the international optometric 
community from OEP in 2006 at the 5th 
International Congress of Behavioural 
Optometry in Sydney, Australia.  He has 
been active at the local, state and national 
level with the Maryland Optometric As-
sociation and American Optometric As-
sociation.
“We all wish Paul well in his new role and 
know that he will continue to contribute to 
OEP and the profession while serving at 
SCO,” said OEP Executive Director Rob-
ert Williams.  “Southern has been very 
supportive of the Foundation for many 
years, including hosting the annual Con-
ference on Clinical Vision Care.  Paul will 
be a real asset to the College.”
Dr. Harris closed his office in Cock-
eysville, MD to assume the faculty posi-
tion at SCO.  As a result the OEP East of-
fice will relocate.  See related article.

OEP EAST OFFICE 
RELOCATING

The 2003 merger between the OEP 
Foundation and former Baltimore 

Academy for Behavioral Optometry cre-
ated the “OEP East” office.  Since the 
merger the office has been housed in the 
private practice of OEP Board Member 
Dr. Paul Harris.  With Dr. Harris’ appoint-
ment to the Southern College of Optom-
etry faculty (see related article), the East 
office will be moving.
Effective August 30, 2010 the new ad-
dress for Theresa Krejci and Karen Ruder 
will be:

OEP Foundation
22 W. Padonia Road

Suite A-313
Timonium, MD 21093

Phone and fax numbers remain the same:  
410-561-3791 and 800-447-0370; fax: 
410-252-1719
“We appreciate Dr. Harris ‘hosting’ OEP 
for the past seven years,” said Bob Wil-
liams, OEP Executive Director.  “Theresa 
and Karen are very important members of 
the OEP team.  They provide the support 
services for Clinical Curriculum, Regional 
Clinical Seminars and, working with San-
ta Ana, Congresses and other educational 
meetings.  Before the OEP/BABO merger 
it was very clear that Theresa, who had 
worked with Paul even before the Acad-
emy was formed, is a very talented and 
dedicated individual.  I wanted her on my 
team then and want her and Karen, who 
has been with OEP since 2004, to keep 
working the magic they have been doing 
for years.  Karen has learned quickly and 
will soon be taking a more important role 
with OEP as Theresa tries to keep up with 
five grandchildren scattered from coast to 
coast! OEP offers 25,000 to 30,000 CE 
credit hours every year at about 30 meet-
ings annually. In one way or another Kar-
en and Theresa support every one of those 
hours. Service to OEP Associates will not 
be disrupted by this change” 

OEPers in the NEWS

A Silverton, Mt. Angel & Scotts Mills, 
Oregon community blog, www.our-

townlive.com, featured OEP Associate 
Terri Vasché, O.D., who is celebrating 30 
years in practice, in its July issue. Vasché 
practices in Silverton with two associ-
ates, Drs. Keirsten Eagles and Matthew 
Lampa.

The August 20, 2010, issue of Edu-
cationNews.org published an article 

“Can Your Child See, Really See?” fea-
turing Lynn Hellerstein, O.D., Centennial, 
CO. Hellerstein identified a vision prob-
lem in a formerly “bright little learner” 
who began having learning difficulties in 
the third grade. A few months of vision 
therapy corrected her vision problems, and 
gave her strategies for success in school.

The Hawaii Star Register announced in 
its August 15th issue that the Four Sea-

sons Resort ,Maui, will kick off a wellness 
series at its spa with Jacob Liberman, O.D.. 
Sixteen Four-Day Weekends From Septem-
ber 2 through December 19, 2010 Feature 
Different Wellness Experts Each Week.
Liberman believes a great deal can be 
done – starting with young children, and 

with teens and adults alike – to restore 
and enhance vision naturally. He will talk 
about the role vision plays in learning, and 
he will discuss and demonstrate activities 
that can help improve eyesight and make 
vision more resilient. 


